
AN EDITORIAL WORD

At the me e ting of the Sci en ti fic Co un cil of the Hi sto ri cal In sti tu te of 
Mon te ne gro, held on 1st of De cem ber 2009, a new Edi to rial Bo ard of ISTO-
RIJ SKI ZA PI SI was elec ted. Ac cor ding to the prac ti ce adop ted sin ce Ju ne 
19th 1998, along with the na ti o nal sci en tists, re pre sen ta ti ves from abroad 
al so form part of the Edi to rial bo ard, gi ving it in ter na ti o nal cha rac ter. In ma-
king that de ci sion, the Sci en ti fic Co un cil of the Hi sto ri cal In sti tu te has, as 
early as in 1998, ex pres sed its de si re to ex pand the com mu ni ca tion with sci-
en ti fic in sti tu ti ons not only in the re gion, but al so with tho se in the Euro pean 
co un tri es and in the Uni ted Sta tes. On the ot her hand, by cho o sing in ter na-
ti o nal edi to rial bo ard, the Jo ur nal’s re fe ren ti a lity sho uld in cre a se, ma king it 
mo re at trac ti ve for co o pe ra tion, espe ci ally to the sci en tists from the re gion, 
for mer mem bers of the SFRY, but al so to tho se from ot her co un tri es.

The fol lo wing mem bers of the Edi to rial bo ard we re elec ted on De cem-
ber 12 this year, ac cor ding to the pre vi o usly adop ted ge ne ral prin ci ples: Prof. 
Dr. Karl Ka ser (Cen tre for So ut he ast Euro paen Hi story, Uni ver sity of Graz, 
Austria), Dr. Ber nard Lo ri (Di rec te ur-adjo int du Cen tre des etu des sla ves de 
Pa ris, Fran ce), Prof. Dr. Mas si mo Bu ca rel li (Di par ti men to di Stu di Po li ti ci 
- „Sa pi en za” Università di Ro ma, Italy), Dr. Ko sta Ni ki fo rov (Rus sia), Prof. 
Dr. Ga bri el la Schu bert (Fri e drich-Schil ler-Universität Je na, Phi lo sop hische 
Fakultät In sti tut für Sla wi stik, Ger many), Dr. Stje pan Mat ko vic (di rek tor 
Hr vat skog in sti tu ta za po vi jest, Za greb, Cro a tia), Mi ro slav Pe ri sic (di rek tor 
Ar hi va Sr bi je, Bel gra de, Ser bia), Prof. Dr. Lju bin ka Tr gov če vić (Ser bia), Dr. 
Mom ci lo Pe jo vic, Dr. Dra ga na Ku jo vić, Dr. Zve zdan Fo lic, Dr. Sen ka Ras-
po po vić, Dr. Vu kaj lo Glu sce vic and Dr. Ra do slav Ras po po vić (edi tor). Ivan 
La ko vić was ap po in ted sec re tary of the Edi to rial bo ard. 

Kindly ac cep ting the mem ber ship in the Edi to rial Bo ard, the fa mo us 
sci en tists ha ve ex pres sed the ir re spect for the high sci en ti fic re pu ta tion of 
ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI, which has held a pro mi nent pla ce among the sci en ti-
fic pe ri o di cals of Mon te ne gro and the ne ig hbo ring co un tri es for mo re than 
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eight de ca des, espe ci ally among tho se from for mer Yugo sla via. Va lu a ble re-
sults, ac hi e ved in the pre vi o us edi ti ons – from ZA PI SI as the ma ga zi ne for 
sci en ce and li te ra tu re (1927-1933), ZA PI SI as the pu bli ca tion of Hi sto ri cal 
So ci ety of Ce ti nje (1935-1941) and ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI as an or gan of the 
Hi sto ri cal In sti tu te of Mon te ne gro and the So ci ety of Hi sto ri ans of Mon te-
ne gro (1948 to pre sent) – com pel the newly for med edi to rial bo ard not only 
to ma in tain the exi sting le vel of the sci en ti fic jo ur nal, but al so to im pro ve its 
re pu ta tion by pu blis hing pa pers and se lec ting to pics and as so ci a tes. 

The sci en ti fic re fe ren ti a lity which the new Edi to rial Bo ard aspi res to is 
for it to be co me a me ans of com mu ni ca tion and know led ge ex chan ge among 
a lar ger num ber of sci en ti fic su bjects. Our in te rest is to tran sform the ISTO-
RIJ SKI ZA PI SI in to „a de si ra ble sci en ti fic jo ur nal”, to which the hi sto ri ans 
from the ne ig hbo ring co un tri es and beyond wo uld con tri bu te. The ba sis for 
this outlo ok on the ro le of our Jo ur nal in the sci en ti fic li fe of Mon te ne gro is 
al so pro vi ded by the aut ho rity of the elec ted fo re ign mem bers of the bo ard, 
and the ir wil ling ness to en rich it with the works of col le a gu es from the sci-
en ti fic en vi ron ments they ope ra te in, along with ma king the ir own con tri bu-
ti ons to the ma ga zi ne. 

Be ca u se of the need to ma ke the ma ga zi ne ava i la ble to a lar ger num-
ber of fo re ign re a ders in this con cept, papers of fo re ign aut hors will not be 
tran sla ted, but pu blis hed in the ori gi nal, i.e. in one of the world lan gu a ges. 
The Edi to rial Bo ard will se ek to in clu de the jo ur nal in so me of the re fe-
rent in ter na ti o nal da ta ba ses. For now, the success has already been reached 
through joining the Central Eastern European Online Library (CEEOL).

Its ac cess to wi der sci en ti fic are as and the adop tion of ele ments of mo-
dern sci en ti fic met ho do logy, aspi ra tion to ward the synthe ses and the in sights 
in to the hi sto ri cal past “in broad in ter vals”, which imply a sig ni fi cantly hig-
her le vel of sci en ti fic ela bo ra tion than the study of the na ti o nal hi story of 
Mon te ne gro, do es not sug gest the lat ter will be ne glec ted or be co me less 
im por tant. On the con trary, ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI will con ti nue to em ploy a 
strictly sci en ti fic ap pro ach to the pro blem re se arch of the rich po li ti cal, so-
cial, cul tu ral and eco no mic hi story of Mon te ne gro. It is un der stood that the 
re se arch, apart from be ing con duc ted wit hin na ti o nal bor ders, must be do ne 
in the con text of the bro a der hi sto ri cal pro ces ses in ot her So uth Sla vic co un-
tri es in the pe riod from 1918 – 2006 of the hi story of the Yugo slav sta te. 

Whi le ma in ta i ning such a sci en ti fic ap pro ach, ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI 
will be al so open to to pics from Sla vic and So uth Sla vic past, the hi story of 
the Bal kans and the Me di ter ra nean over a very broad pe riod of ti me. 

We be li e ve that in such a way we can con tri bu te to the de si red ex chan-
ge of know led ge and re se arch re sults with ot her sci en ti fic in sti tu ti ons in the 
world, and con tri bu te to an ove rall ap pre ci a tion of the hi sto ri cal trends in 
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Mon te ne gro and the re gion in the past and to day. 
In ad di tion to pu blis hing the ma tic is su es de vo ted to im por tant da tes, 

pro ces ses, events and per so na li ti es from the na ti o nal and Euro pean hi story, 
the Jo ur nal is go ing to be open to articles that do not pri ma rily deal with hi-
sto ri o graphy, but which be long to ot her di sci pli nes: ar che o logy, et hno logy, 
hi story, art, etc. This me ans that be si des the re gu lar fe a tu res, such as sci en-
ti fic ar tic les, di scus si ons, re se arch con tri bu ti ons and so ur ces, hi story edu ca-
tion, hi sto ri o graphy, re vi ews, no tes, chro nic les etc, the re wo uld be co lumns 
on, for in stan ce, ar che o logy, nu mi sma tics, sphra gi stic, et hno logy, etc, de pen-
ding on the ob ta i ned pa pers. Spe cial emp ha sis will be pla ced on the texts in 
the fi eld of phi lo sophy of hi story and its con tem po rary study met hods, which 
wo uld in clu de qu e sti ons on hi story edu ca tion in scho ols and fa cul ti es, as 
well as the met hods for the ir im pro ve ment. 

Ho we ver, only thro ugh the qu a lity of ar tic les that will ap pe ar in the 
Jo ur nal, i.e. by pu blis hing new, ori gi nal re sults the advan ce ments in the de-
ve lop ment of hi sto ri cal sci en ce can be ac hi e ved, and a mo re sig ni fi cant pla ce 
for ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI can be fo und among the con tem po rary pe ri o di-
cals. 

Apart from en ga ging cer ti fied ex perts, good con no is se urs of cer tain 
epochs or sci en ti fic pro blems, the Edi to rial Bo ard will stri ve to wi den the 
cir cle of con tri bu tors to the young and ta len ted re se ar chers, se e king to con-
tri bu te to the ir sci en ti fic de ve lop ment and al so en su re the Jo ur nal fres hness 
and a new re se arch qu a lity. 

Gu i ded by tho se prin ci ples, the Edi to rial Bo ard pre pa red is su es 1-2 
for 2009 to be pu blis hed. It de ci ded to an no un ce the ba sic po stu la tes of its 
edi to rial po licy in this way in or der to in form the re a ders abo ut the chan ge 
in the Edi to rial Bo ard, but al so to in vi te all tho se pro fes si o nally en ga ged in 
hi story, who get hold of this is sue of the ma ga zi ne, to co o pe ra te and to pro-
vi de new ide as and sug ge sti ons that wo uld im pro ve the qu a lity of the ISTO-
RIJ SKI ZA PI SI. All be ne vo lent sug ge sti ons will be gladly ac cep ted. We are 
obli ged to do this by the de ca des of exi sten ce of ISTO RIJ SKI ZA PI SI, which 
has be co me one of the most im por tant mo nu ments of the Mon te ne grin sci-
en ti fic and cul tu ral li fe due to the re sults ac hi e ved by many ge ne ra ti ons of 
hi sto ri ans. We hope that you will accept our call and give your contribution 
to realization of such editorial concept of the Journal.

 


