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ARTILLERY IN THE MONTENEGRIN ARMZ FROM 1800 TO 1916

The Summary

Because of its geostrategic position, unique tactical requirements, and modest finan-
cial means, Montenegro during the 19th and 20th centuries was not in a position to keep pace
with the rapid development of modern military technology. While Montenegro had acquired
a large number of “trophy” weapons of Turkish, Venetian, and French origin in the 18th cen-
tury, which, because of their tremendous size and weight, had not been used on Montenegrin
battlefields. It was only in 1853 that Prince Danilo Petrovic obtained, as a gift from Austria,
four 3-pound, muzzle-loading, smooth bore mountain cannons. The condition of Montene-
grin artillery improved in 1866, when the country obtained from Serbia a battery of 4-pound,
muzzle loading, rifled mountain cannons (La Hitte M 1863). During the war with Turkey
(1876-78), Montenegro obtained a number of Russian artillery pieces, bought several Ger-
man ones, and seized more than one Turkish breech-loading Krupp cannon. More artillery of
the same type was acquired in Essen in 1886. Until the Balkan Wars, cannon of a similar
Krupp design were purchased, so that Montenegro entered the Balkan Wars and World War I
with inferior artillery.
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