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NEGOTIUM AND INSTRUMENTUM IN ADRIATIC
COASTAL CITIES DURING THE MIDDLE AGES

Summary

The statutory laws of the Adriatic cities during the Middle Ages (XIII and XIV Ages)
did not contain the principle accoding to wich each agreement of the parties, despite the ful-
fillment of a certain form, produced an actionable obligation. There was a rule that for all the
legal matters whose value exceeded a certain amont of money there had to be made a notary
map which served as a proof for the court that the matter existed. The dealings for the
amounts lower than those necessary for making an authorised paper had to be proved in front
of the witnesses.

The notary document had a constitutive character and represented a material and
legal presupposition of the importance of some very significant legal matters in the life of
the Adriatic coastal communes. That primarily refers to the turn over of immovable, person-
al and real provision of and obligation as well as establishing a dowry and wills.

Such attitudes in settling matters through notary maps came to the Adriatic Medieval
towns from the towns of the Mediterranean area and represents acceptance of the recepton-
al roman law (ius commune). In some less developed areas there were exceptions to these
rules, which is quite understandable when the local specific characteristics are taken into
consideration.
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