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IDEOLOGY AND CULTURE IN YUGOSLAVIA, 1945-55

The Summary

As part of the political left established at the end of the First World War, the
Communist Party of Yugoslavia (KPJ) was a party of revolutionary action, which determined
its program, working methods, membership, and the organization by which it carried out its
ideas and spread its influence. From the point of view of maintaining power and continuing
revolutionary processes, the party’s ideology occupied a very important place in the coun-
try’s social life as a whole. Playing major roles in the formulation of the party’s goals in the
cultural sphere were the country’s relative cultural backwardness, an inheritance of the past,
as well as the party’s own experiences as an outlawed institution under the previous regime,
as well as those acquired during the National Liberation Struggle, i.e., the Second World
War, together with the model provided by the First Socialist State, i.e., the Soviet Union. The
experience of the National Liberation Struggle and the international circumstances that
shaped the Yugoslav revolution had a decisive impact on the wide range of ideas concerning
the question of  artistic freedom and creativity during the first postwar years. The early stages
of the transition to socialism and the conflict with the Communist Information Bureau
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(Cominform) initially defined the period, which was characterized by slogans such as “the
theme of the day,” “fighting optimism,” and “service to the people.” As a result of the
Cominform conflict, the question of “social utility” in artistic creation was strengthened.
Beginning in the autumn of 1949, the KPJ initiated major changes in the socialism that had
existed up to that point.  It sought and found new perspectives and developed a new type of
social organization. It attempted to free itself from inherited layers of Stalinist dogmatism
and began to dismantle the stultifying policies of “socialist realism” in the artistic sphere.
While breaking with the traditions of Soviet Stalinism, the still dominant KPJ confronted its
own bureaucratic structure and so undermined the basis of its own political power.
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