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TAKING OFF HOODED OUTER DRESSES AND VEILS (HIJAB) 
BY MUSLIM WOMEN IN MONTENEGRO, 1947-1953

The Summary

Relative benevolence towards the position of women in Montenegrin Muslim com-
munities began to vanish in the late 19th century during the time of the Abyssinian Caliphate,
which was characterized by numerous examples of concubinage and indulgent lifestyles.
Blamed for the lack of morals and under pressure of local customs and a flexible interpreta-
tion of the Koran, women were obliged to cover themselves in public places from head to
toe, most often by wearing a hooded outer dress and veil (hijab).

In the twentieth century, traditional Islamic constraints concerning women began to
relax. But the emancipation movement that began in Egypt and spread to Turkey and Albania
barely touched the Muslim population of Yugoslavia. In Bosnia-Hercegovina, Montenegro,
Macedonia, and Kosovo, Muslim women were generally excluded from public affairs.
Bringing up children, taking care of family members, and tending to housework were the
only permitted activities.

With the establishment Communist Yugoslavia at the end of World War II, conditions
changed. Promoting gender equality, the Communist Party initiated a campaign in 1947
aimed at changing the prevailing Muslim dress code for women.  In this campaign, a key role
was played by Islamic priests and activists of the Antifascist movement of women. The cam-
paign met with considerable early success in and around Berane, Bijelo Polje and Andri-
jevica; it encountered more opposition in Bar, Ulcinj, and Tuzi, which had majority Albanian
populations. By 1953, however, the campaign had largely achieved its goals. 
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