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GOSPODAR, RULER TITLE OF IVAN CRNOJEVIC

The Summary

Well known in the languages of all Slavic peoples, the word gospodar (Lat. dommi-
nus) had several meanings during the Middle Ages.  A gospodar could have been the head
of a household, the head (elder) of a family or a zadruga (an extended family group), or a
Ragusan merchant (whether a member of the aristocracy, the lesser nobility, or an ordinary
citizen).  During the period of developed feudalism, gospodar was the common name for all
members of privileged groups ranging from small landowners to statesmen.  It is in this hier-
archical framework that the word is found in the law code of Emperor Dušan.

Cyrillic documents from the Middle Ages contain much more information about the
title gospodin than gospodar.  The term gospodar was mostly used in a general sense.
Although very convenient as a title because of its various meanings, it was hardly accepted
by the ideology of the ruling class.  On the other hand, powerful feudal lords were attracted
by titles of foreign origin.  That is the reason why the transition from gospodar in the gen-
eral sense to gospodar as a ruler’s title took such a long time.  It was officially used for the
first time shortly before the end of our Middle Ages, during the reigns of Duke (Herceg)
Stjepan Vukcic Kosaca and his son Vladislav.  As an independent title it was used for the first
time at the end of the Middle Ages by the house of Crnojevic.  In signing his name, Ivan
Crnojevic used the title gospodar zetski, which was also inscribed on the seal used to certi-
fy official documents.
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