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ABSTRACT: The re are cer tain pa pers abo ut Mon te ne gro com po sed 
in the pro cess of the Ber lin Tre aty of 1878 and af ter wards.  The se pa pers, 
con nec ted with the po li ti cal, mi li tary, sta te and fo re ign po licy of the Ot to man 
Sta te, we re first writ ten du ring the re ign of the Sul tan Abdülha mid II and 
al so con ti nued to be pro du ced in the ti mes that fol lo wed.  This pa per de als 
with works of Münif Pas ha, Kâmil Kapudân, Meh med Sub hi, Ah med Tevfîk 
(tran sla tion from Ser bian), Ah med Se dad and Ismail Fa zıl (Ce be soy) Pas ha.

The se works, pu blis hed in la te 19th and early 20th cen tury, we re pro-
bably com po sed with the di dac tic pur po se of pro vi ding in for ma tion for the 
po li ti cal and mi li tary mi li eu of the ti me and thus, they all gi ve con si de rably 
sig ni fi cant in for ma tion and know led ge abo ut the hi story of Mon te ne gro, its 
ge o graphy, ad mi ni stra tion, army, pe o ple, li festyle and cul tu re.

KEY wORDS: Oto man Tur kish Ma nu scripts, Mon te ne gro, Sul tan 
Abdülha mid II, Münif Pas ha, Kâmil Kapudân, Meh med Sub hi, Ah med, Ah-
med Se dad,  Ismail Fa zıl (Ce be soy) Pas ha.

The re are cer tain works on Mon te ne gro com po sed in the pro cess of the 
Ber lin Tre at of 1878 and af ter wards.  The se works lin ked with the po li ti cal, 
mi li tary sta te and fo re ign po licy of the Ot to man Sta te be gan to be writ ten in 
the re ign of the Sul tan Abdülha mid II and al so con ti nued in the la ter pe ri ods.  

Münif Pas ha fi led a bri ef in clu ding very im por tant re marks and sug-
ge sti ons con cer ning the af fa irs of the sta te to Şir va ni za de Meh med Rüşdü 
Pas ha -Grand Vi zi er at the ti me- du ring his am bas sa dor ship in Te hran - the 
ca pi tal of Iran. Con si de ring his am bas sa dor ship to Te hran and grand-vi zi e-
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ra te of Rüşdü Pas ha, this bri ef must ha ve been fi led bet we en 1873 and 1874. 
In ot her words, it was be fo re the re ign of Abdülha mid II, which co vers the 
years from 1876 to 1909. The se pro po sals sug ge sted by Münif Pas ha we re, 
ho we ver, im ple men ted du ring his re ign1. 

So me of the vi ews and sug ge sti ons ma de by Münif Pas ha con cer ning 
Mon te ne gro in this bri ef we re as fol lows:

Mo re ca u tion is ne e ded in de a ling with auto no mo us vi layets i.e. 
Eastern Ru me lia and par ti cu larly Wal la cia and Transylva nia, Ser bia and 
Mon te ne gro which might ca u se gre at dif fi cul ti es and risks to the Ot to mans. 
Su bli me Por te will [sho uld] gain know led ge of the ir sta tus and work to ac-
qu i re to advo ca te wha te ver is ne ces sary for the aims and best in te rest of the 
Ot to man Sta te. Alt ho ugh afo re men ti o ned pro vin ces ha ve ka pu ket hu da sı (of-
fi cial re pre sen ta ti ves) of the pro vin cial go ver nors, at trac ti ve jo ur nals, and 
sec ret of fi cers in Is tan bul, it is re mar ka ble that the Su bli me Por te do es not 
even ha ve in for ma tion abo ut the ir of fi cial new spa pers’ con tents.”2

Sin ce Ser bia and Mon te ne gro had the po ten tial to ca u se gre at dis tress 
for the Ot to man go vern ment, it was advi sed to com pi le in for ma tion abo ut 
the ir sta tus in the re gion, and act ac cor dingly to the best in te rest and ob jec-
ti ves of the sta te. 

It is highly pro ba ble that Münif Pas ha’s bri ef was gre atly in flu en tial 
in the stu di es do ne and works com po sed on Mon te ne gro. As a mat ter of fact, 
the fo re ign po licy and the sta te po licy of the ti me sup por ted the pu bli ca tion 
of such pu bli ca ti ons. For Sul tan Abdülha mid be li e ved that it was the in cor-
rect po li ci es car ried out up to that ti me that lead to the Ber lin Con gress and 
the Tre aty of 1878. The Sta te did not ha ve an ef fi ci ent fo re ign po licy. The 
new for ming ba lan ces in Euro pe we re not ob ser ved clo sely, and thus, Ot-
to man fo re ign af fa irs co uld not be pur sued with a pro fo und, co he rent and 
know led ge a ble po licy3. Con se qu ently, a type of in for ma tion cen ter was esta-
blis hed in the pa la ce in or der to track the po li ti cal de ve lop ments in the world 
mo re clo sely. Everything writ ten abo ut the Ot to man Em pi re, and the re ports 
pre pa red by the re pre sen ta ti ve of fi ces abroad we re con ve ned and eva lu a ted4

The first work which we will deal with is en ti tled “So me in for ma tion 
abo ut Mon te ne gro”5 –it has been prin ted in the early years of  Abdülha mid 
II’s re ign.  Its aut hor Kâmil Kapudân born in Tobhâne, was one of the na val 
1 İbrahim Şirin,  Münif Paşa’nın Tahran’dan Gönderdiği Devlet İşleriyle İlgili Layihasi ve 

Düşündürdükleri”, Turkish Studies International Periodical For the Languages, Literature 
and History of Turkish or Turkic, Volume 3/4 Summer 2008, 760–762.

2 İbrahim Şirin, ibid., 769.
3 Cevdet Küçük,  Abdülhamid II”, DİA, c. 1, İstanbul 1988, s. 218
4 Ibid.  219
5 Original title is Karadağ Hakkında Ba’zı Mâ’lumatı Şâmildir. (Tobhâneli Kâmil Kapudân, 

Karadağ Hakkında Ba’zı Ma’lûmâtı Şâmildir, Mühürân Matba’ası, 1294.)



267Ottoman Turkish Manuscripts about Montenegro in ...

of fi cers; the ‘chi ef’ or ‘Ag ha’ of the Left Branch. His sur na me “Ka pu dan” 
me ans Grand ad mi ral of the Ot to man fle et. This bo ok com po sed of 49 pa ges 
was prin ted by the gra ce of the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion in 1877 (He gi ra 1294) 
in Is tan bul.

In this work, Kâmil Ka pu dan gi ves in for ma tion abo ut Mon te ne gro’s 
po li ti cal hi story, its cul tu re, daily li fe and re la ti ons bet we en wo men and men, 
le gal is su es as cri mes and pu nis hments, and abo ut war fa re (to pics such as 
tec hni que and tac tics). The in for ma tion and de scrip ti ons abo ut the so cio-cul-
tu ral li fe and dis po si ti ons of the Mon te ne grins are very in te re sting. At ti mes, 
his nar ra tion in clu des cer tain sto ri es ba sed on true li fe ex pe ri en ces and ob-
ser va ti ons. He un der li nes the clo se ness bet we en Rus sia and Mon te ne gro, 
and the aid and mi li tary as si stan ce gi ven to Mon te ne gro by the Rus si ans on 
every oc ca sion. The last chap ter is de vo ted to the Ot to man re la ti ons with ot-
her sta tes be fo re the tre aty of Ber lin in 1878. 

Anot her work on Mon te ne gro is Mon te ne gro and  Army, writ ten by 
Meh med Sub hi. This work com po sed of 95 pa ges has been pu blis hed in 
1900 in Is tan bul.6 The aut hor was one of the li e u te nant com man ders in the 
Ot to man army and ta ught co ur ses on the Ot to man Sta te, Fo re ign Sta te Re la-
ti ons and Mi li tary Or ga ni za ti ons at the Mi li tary Aca demy. This bo ok has al so 
been pre pa red for in struc ti o nal pur po ses to be used in the Ot to man Royal 
School of war Sci en ces.

The aut hor sta tes that his aim for wri ting this bo ok is to in tro du ce 
Mon te ne gro to the mi li tary world. He al so ex pres sed that Euro pe ans did at-
tempt to wri te abo ut Mon te ne gro’s mi li tary or der and or ga ni za tion, be ca u se 
they did not ha ve any mi li tary aims con cer ning Mon te ne gro or any sig ni fi-
cant po li ti cal re la ti ons with them.  In his “in tro duc tion”, he al so cla ims that 
alt ho ugh the re is so me in for ma tion abo ut  Mon te ne gro’s for ces in fo re ign 
mi li tary chro nics and pe ri o di cals, they do not re veal the real si tu a tion and in-
clu de fic ti o nal ac co unts as well. Ac cor ding to him, whi le ge ne ral in fo r ma tion 
might be suf fi ci ent for Euro pean sta tes, it is not the ca se for the Ot to mans: 
“for the Ot to mans to be ig no rant of the ir ge o grap hi cal cir cum stan ces and 
con di ti ons –to the le ast im por tant pat hways on which go ats ro am-, or abo ut 
the ir mi li tary for ces to the last sin gle am mu ni tion is in com pa ti ble with our 
non vo la ti le re la ti ons”.

A third bo ok on Mon te ne gro is a tran sla tion en ti tled “Ge o graphy of 
Mon te ne gro”. This bo ok com po sed of 60 pa ges has been pu blis hed in 1909.7 
It has been tran sla ted from Ser bian to Ot to man Tur kish by Ah med Tevfîk, 
6 Original title is Karadağ ve Ordusu. (Mehmed Subhi, Karadağ Ve Ordusu, Feridiye Mat-

ba‛Ası, 10 Mart 317.)
7 Original title is Karadağ Coğrafyası. (Ahmed Tevfîk, Karadağ Coğrafyası, Erkân-I Har-

biyye , 27 Şubât 325.)
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the com man der of Edre mid Redîf bri ga de. Sin ce Ah med Tevfîk stayed in 
Mon te ne gro on mi li tary duty, he ad ded his per so nal know led ge and ex pe ri-
en ces to this bo ok re gar ding Mon te ne gro. This ad di ti o nal part was de tac hed 
from the ori gi nal text with the he a ding “m” sig nifying “ma lu mat” = know-
led ge.  The ori gi nal Ser bian ti tle and wri ter of the bo ok are unk nown. Ah med 
Tevfîk tran sla ted the work on the Ge ne ral Staff’s de mand, who se so le aim 
was to com ple te the ir know led ge abo ut Mon te ne gro’s ter ri tory, ge o graphy, 
ad mi ni stra ti ve struc tu re and or ga ni za tion8. 

This bo ok is ma de up of two chap ters. The first chap ter pro vi des in for-
ma tion abo ut Mon te ne gro’s land, sig ni fi cant lo ca ti ons, ad mi ni stra ti ve struc-
tu re, agri cul tu re and its com mer cial ac ti vi ti es. In for ma tion has been gi ven 
un der sub he a dings ac cor ding to the ten na hiye (na hiye me ans ad mi ni stra ti ve 
sub di vi sion) as fol lows: Ka tun, Ri je ka, Čr me ni ca, Pri mor ska, Lešnska, Ze ta, 
Brd ska, Mo ra ča, Va so je vić, Nik šić. The se cond part of the bo ok is com ple-
tely de vo ted to Mon te ne gro’s ge o graphy such as its mo un ta ins, ri ve rs and 
la kes. 

Ah med Tevfîk ad ded a part com po sed of 6 pa ges at the end of the 
tran sla tion as re sult of his re se arch and a ta bu la ted list of ro ads su i ta ble for 
mi li tary ope ra ti ons as well as a list on Mon te ne gro’s go vern ment’s yearly tax 
in co me and com ments on the ir pro ce du res. 

Afo re men ti o ned three works we re com po sed du ring the re ign of the 
Sul tan Abdülha mid II. It is in te re sting that all the three aut hors we re fa mi li ar 
with the re gi ons of Mon te ne gro, its lan gu a ge and we re all mi li tary fi gu res. 
This is an in di ca tion that the se works we re pro du ced or tran sla ted for mi li-
tary pur po ses along si de the ir ini tial pur po se set ting a di rec tion to Ot to man 
fo re ign po li ci es. 

Meh med Sub hi’s bo ok was writ ten for in struc tion in the Mi li tary Aca-
demy whi le Ah med Tevfîk’s tran sla tion was de man ded by the Ge ne ral Staff. 
The re are al so a qu i te num bers of bo oks writ ten and pu blis hed af ter the re ign 
of Sul tan Abdülha mid II. 

The fo urth bo ok en ti tled Mi li tary Stra tegy and De fen se in Mon te ne-
grins writ ten by anot her mi li tary fi gu re Ah med Se dad was pu blis hed on July 
23, 1911.9 It can be pre su med that its pu bli ca tion was lin ked with the na ti o nal 
ho li day ce le bra ti ons.10 Ah med Se dad was then the li e u te nant com man der of 
the ge ne ral staff. He in di ca ted that a few mi li tary bo oks ha ve been writ ten 
8 Ahmed Tevfik, Karadağ Coğrafyası, p. 60
9 Original title is Karadağlılarda Sevkü’l-Ceyş Ve Ta‛biyye.  (Ahmed Sedad, Karadağlılarda 

Sevkü’l-Ceyş Ve Ta‛biyye, Mekteb-İ Harbiyye Matba‛ası, 10 Temmûz 1327.)
10 After the dethronement of Sultan Abdülhamid II on July 23, 1908 and proclamation of the 

Second Constitutional Monarchy, the day was celebrated as a national holiday. See Sanem 
Yamak, “Meşrutiyetin Bayramı: “10 Temmuz İd-i Millisi”, İstanbul Üniversitesi Siyasal 
Bilgiler Fakültesi Dergisi, 38/2008, pp. 323–342.



269Ottoman Turkish Manuscripts about Montenegro in ...

abo ut Mon te ne gro in Ot to man Tur kish pri or to his work, men ti o ning that the 
most cur rent one was the bo ok pu blis hed by the Ge ne ral Staff wit ho ut gi ving 
the bo ok’s ti tle.  Sin ce this bo ok en com pas sed Mon te ne gro’s army, its or ga-
ni za tion, arms and ar ma ments and po ten tial for ce, Ah med Se dad ex clu ded 
the se to pics in his bo ok and sho wed con si de ra ble con cern for the com ba ting 
tec hni qu es of Mon te ne gro’s army. Ac cor ding to him: 

This bo ok is ne it her a hi story of war fa re nor a bo ok on or ga ni za tion. 
It has been pro du ced with the aim of pre sent the tec hni qu es of com bat of the 
Mon te ne grins. In or der to il lu stra te this mo re cle arly, it con ta ins eva lu a ti ons 
abo ut so me of the sta ges of the Ot to man-Mon te ne grin wars bet we en 1876 
and 1878. The struc tu re and or ga ni za tion of the Mon te ne gro’s army and exi-
sting mi li tary for ce is not the su bjects un der di scus sion. In for ma tion abo ut 
the fi nan cial con di tion of the army be longs to the past.

The fifth mi li tary fi gu re to ha ve pu blis hed bo oks abo ut Mon te ne gro in 
Ot to man Tur kish is li e u te nant ge ne ral Ismail Fa zıl (Ce be soy) Pas ha. Ismail 
Fa zıl Pas ha ser ved in key po si ti ons in the Ot to man army and al so pro vin cial 
at the end of the 19th and be gin ning of the 20th cen tury, he to ok part in the 
cam pa ign of Ot to man-Mon te ne gro be fo re the out bre ak of the Rus sian- Ot-
to man war of 1877-1878.  Ismail Fa zıl Pas ha ser ved in Shko der and Her-
ze go vi na di vi si ons ran ked with cap tain and la ter li e u te nant com man der in 
1878. 11 His first Ot to man-Mon te ne gro Cam pa ign of 1877-187812 ap pe a red 
in 1913 in Is tan bul. His se cond bo ok was al so pu blis hed in the sa me year in 
Is tan bul en ti tled A Pa ge from the Di stin gu is hed Ar med For ces”13 in which 
he ga ve highly va lu a ble in for ma tion abo ut the mi li tary per so nal in char ge of 
Ot to man-Rus sian war and al so of the Ot to man-Mon te ne grin cam pa ign of 
1877-1878. 

The se works pu blis hed at the end of the 19th and the be gin ning of the 
20th cen tury, we re pro bably com po sed with the di dac tic pur po se of pro vi ding 
in for ma tion for the po li ti cal and mi li tary mi li eu of the ti me and thus they all 
gi ve con si de rably sig ni fi cant in for ma tion and know led ge abo ut the hi story 
of Mon te ne gro, its ge o graphy, ad mi ni stra tion, army, pe o ple, mo de of li fe and 
cul tu re. 

11 Tülay Ercoşkun, İsmail Fazıl Paşa’nın (Cebesoy) Islahata Dair Görüşleri, A.Ü. DTCF Ta-
rih Araştırmaları Dergisi, Ankara, 26/42 (2007), pp 181–199; M.çadırcı- Tülay Ercoşkun, 
Ferîk İsmail Fazıl Paşa’nın Doğu Anadolu Islahatıyla İlgili Görüşleri, Uluslararası Tatvan 
ve Çevresi Sempozyumu, Beyan Yayınları, İstanbul, 2008, pp. 309–326; İsmet Türkmen, I. 
TBMM Hükümeti Döneminde İsmail Fazıl Paşa’nın Nafıa Vekilliği Görevi (1920–1921), 
Afyon Kocatepe Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, Cilt: X, Sayı 3, 2008, pp. 135-158.

12 Original title is 1292-1293 Osmanlı-Karadağ Seferi. (İsmail Fazıl Paşa, 1292-1293 Osman-
lı-Karadağ Seferi, Necm-i İstikbal Matba‛ası, İstanbul 1329)

13 Original title is Meşahir-i Askerimizden Bir Sayfa. (İsmail Fazıl Paşa, Meşahir-i Askerimiz-
den Bir Sayfa, Necm-i İstikbal Matba‛ası, İstanbul 1329)
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IN THE REIGN OF SULTAN ABDÜLHAMID II

Summary

According to author, these works published at the end of the 19th and the 
beginning of the 20th century, were probably composed with the didactic purpose of 
providing information for the political and military milieu of the time and thus, they 
all give considerably significant information and knowledge about the history of 
Montenegro, its geography, administration, army, people, mode of life and culture. 


