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RIDDLES AS HISTORICAL SOURCES

The Summary

It is understandable that riddles – for which it is almost impossible to determine date
of origin – cannot be of much help in resolving questions of historical chronology.  Even in
cases of concrete historical events that are usually well knows to chroniclers of history,
Byzantine riddles are usually mute and are therefore practically useless in establishing, eval-
uating, and verifying facts of “positive historiography.”  On the other hand, Byzantine rid-
dles are of considerable use in researching the spiritual life and mentality of the Byzantine
people and should not be altogether neglected. 
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