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STATE AND CHURCH: FROM PARTNERSHIP TO UNITY 
(draft for post-soviet conceptions)

The summary

Study of condition and perspective of relations between state and church, especi-
ally in the contemporary life of Russia, characterized by passage of the Russian society  from
one model of socio-political towards the other, is one of the most important scientific issues.
The author of this article dedicated his research to this subject, presenting in a systematic
way the historical retrospection of the behavior of  the state leaders in Russia toward the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church – from October 1917 until the end of nineties of the XX century. Be-
side that, by studying the nature and specific relations between state and church, the author
tried to present a general valuation of the socio-historical importance of the religious factor,
by analyzing its three components: religious knowledge, religious actions and religious or-
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ganizations. The unique role in those complexes matters is played by the Church.
During the 1917, until the Bolsheviks came to power in Russia, as a part of its re-

form activities, the government had proclaimed several legal acts, regarding the religious li-
fe of the people. Such an example is the “Law regarding the freedom of conscience ”. But,
they did not influence the position of the Russian Orthodox Church, that had maintained its
previous leading role in society.

The coming of the Bolshevik party into power had radically changed the character
of relations between state and church. The intention of the Church to gain the leading role in
the spiritual sphere had caused a conflict with the political aims of the Bolsheviks, trying to
accomplish the complete domination of the communist ideology. Organs of the “dictator-
ship” had proclaimed the real war to the “followers of the Church”. Head of the Russian Ort-
hodox Church had been arrested, and thousands of priest condemned to death penalty or pri-
son penalty. From the beginning of the twenties to the beginning of the thirties of the XX
century the main task of the Communist Party in Russia was the struggle against the religion.
Vladimir Ilitch Lenin had taken very repressive attitude in that struggle, while, according to
the author of this article, J.V. Stalin had more gentle attitude regarding the Russian Orthodox
Church and Orthodox priests. The turn about in relations between state and church had hap-
pened during the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945. The head of the Russian Orthodox Church
had, more then 20 times during the war, addressed the people with the patriotic messages.
This had been a motive for the political leadership to turn toward the co-operation with the
church, which had caused the influx of one million believers to the orthodox communities.

During the ten years of Hruschov reign (from mid-fifties until mid-sixties) the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union had started the struggle against the religion and
church. After Hruschov had been removed from power, Breznev and his associates had aban-
doned the repressive measures toward the priest, and the discrepancies between state and
church had followed the path of calming down.

The ideological pressure to the Russian Orthodox Church had started again with
J.A. Andropov as the head of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (1982-1984). On the other side, during the short rule of K.I. Cernenko, no defined po-
litical position regarding the character of relations between church and stated had been ex-
pressed. During the first years of his reign, M.S. Gorbatchov (1985-1987), following the mo-
del of Andropov, had continued the atheist line and the anti-religious activities among the po-
pulation had been intensified. At the end of eighties, such activities had been stopped, and
character of relations between state and church had begun to change. Celebration of one tho-
usand years of Christianity in Russia had contributed to that as well. This celebration repre-
sents a beginning of the new era in relations between state and church. During the last cou-
ple of years, those relations had become very constructive and mutually useful. They are cha-
racterized today by the harmonious and mutually useful co-operation, making of the Russian
Orthodox Church not only a partner of the state, but also its associate. Abandonment of  the
policy of struggle against the Church, and the religious life of the people as “reminiscent of
the past” had made possible for a spiritual life of the Russian people to be resurrected by the
enormous energy. All those facts show that even beside the brutal repressive measures to-
ward the priests and believers, destruction of churches and monasteries, looting of church
property, that were systematically conducted during the communist reign in Russia, had not
destroyed the orthodox spirit of people. The modern renaissance is a consequence of the de-
ep roots of the Russian Orthodox Church in the spiritual life and historical identity of the
Russian people.
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