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DEVELOPMENT OF THE POLICE FORCES IN 
PRINCIPALITY AND KINGDOM OF MONTENEGRO

The Summary

The development of the modern state administration, with efficient executive ap-
paratus in Montenegro in 18th and 19th century had been linked to various problems. The big-
gest obstacle represented the patriarchal tribal social structure with very emphasized tribal
particularity. The first organ of the administrative and legal authority, so called Pokrovitelj-
stvo suda crnogorskog i brdskog (Protectorate of the Court for Montenegro and Highlands),
had been established on 29th October 1789. At the Parliament held in 1803, archimandrite Pe-
tar I (1782-1830) had established two bodies with mixed legal and executive authority – Ku-
luk and personal guard, perjanici. They represented the rudimentary origins of gendarmerie
corpus. His successor, archimandrite ������##�����	��,����"	5 (1831-1851) had established
on 14th October 1831 Gvardija, formation consisting of 164 Montenegrins with the executi-
ve power. However, even Gvardija had some legal duties. Organ more similar to the gendar-
merie in the modern sense of the word was reorganized perjanici corpus, but at the begin-
ning there were only 8 of them.

The first secular ruler of Montenegro, prince Danilo I ����	��, (1852-1860) had
transformed step by step Gvardija to the elite, purely military formation, while perjanici still
had performed the function of the executive organs of the central power. Beside that, Dani-
lo tried to enlarge the administration of the local organs of authority; the number of capta-
incy had increased to 50, and the captains had local military, administrative, legal and exe-
cutive power.

The prince Nikola I ����	��, (1860-1910, and king from 1910-1918) had disban-
ded the battalion of Garda, but he also had incorporated perjanici in the Army, as a tactical
formation similar to the company, in charge of his personal security. As a substitute for ar-
chaic perjanici, in 1903 regional police gendarmerie was established, with unique uniforms
and arms. In comparison to the gendarmerie in Serbia, France or Austro-Hungary in Monte-
negro it was only under authority of the Minister of the internal affaires. Only in the case of
war, military gendarmerie of 80 soldiers could be created out of the police forces.
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