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Elena Anatoliyevna BONDARIYEVA

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN TWO ORTHODOX BRANCHES
The Russian Orthodox Church in Exile in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1920-1940)

The summary

In this paper, the author deals with one of the aspects of very complicated issue
concerning destiny of the Russian aristocracy after The Revolution of October. The Russian
refugee colonies, depending on the country in which they lived, i.e. traditions, cultures, law
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regulations, etc. of those respective states, had managed to solve their refugee status in “sta-
te of residence” on various ways. 

Living of the numerous Russian emigrants in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia has, in
that respect, a lot of characteristics, that made the position of the Russian emigrants special
in comparison to the other countries. The Yugoslav state government, a specially its king had
established a long-term aide program for the Russian emigrants, and, during the years,  they
had helped, financially and organizationally, they work and living on the territory of Yugo-
slavia. The almost unique situation had been established: the Russian Diaspora had comple-
te system of schooling, the seat of the Holly Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church in exi-
le was in Yugoslavia, the conditions for Russian citizens to join the state service, cultural and
artistic life, education, science, military affairs had existed. Many works of literature, inspi-
red by the Orthodoxy were created and published in Yugoslavia.

In the period between the two world wars, the roads of Serbian and Russian Ort-
hodoxy took almost the same path. The level of spirituality and education of the Russian Di-
aspora in Yugoslavia, had been of great significance to its social development. At the same
time, the Russian community, especially in Serbia and Montenegro had the unique conditi-
ons for preserving  basis of national identity and cultural and spiritual traditions. The same
religion was the base for successful co-operation in many fields.

The paper has been written on the basis of memoirs and historiography.
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