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THE ALBANIANS IN YUGOSLAVIA DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

The Summary

Use and misuse of the Albanian ethnic population in Yugoslavia during the years
of the Italian and German occupation in the Second World War had revealed and led to the
antagonism between the Albanians on the one and Serbs and Montenegrins on the other si-
de in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Non-acceptance of the Yugoslav state and minority rights
had made the Albanians the “fabricated body” in the political organism of the State, which
had tried, according to the principles proclaimed by the Versailles treaty and Charter of the
League of Nations dated 1919-1920, to be a “State of Reconciliation”, unity and integrity.
Since the times of the fascist-nazi revision of the map of Europe and the world, the map ba-
sed on the decisions of the Peace Conference held in Paris in 1919-1920 and the revision
which had started by the Munich agreement from 1938, the separatism of the Albanians in
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, sponsored by the Italian and German political circles, had beco-
me the strong resistance movement, called by Mussolini and Ciano “a feeble light at the end
of corridor”. It was used to encourage, when needed, the Albanian irredentism against neig-
hboring states and nations. Since the occupation of Yugoslavia in April 1941 and the condi-
tions created by the occupation regimes, the Albanians in Yugoslavia, especially those who
found themselves within the “borders” of the Italian-Albanian Protectorate called the “Gre-
ater Albania”, had been the main stream of the Albanian nationalism, Chauvinism, as well
as the perpetuators of the violence, murders, pillages and persecution of the settled Serbs and
Montenegrins, as well as of native inhabitants. The tragic balance-sheet of this exodus, with
the proclaimed aim of the “defense of Kosovo” and creation of “ethnic Albania” was, on one
side over 11.000 victims, around 50.000 inhabitants expelled by force and 20.000 native in-
habitants, and on the other side over 70.000 immigrants from Albania and other regions. By
settling of those immigrants, the demographic and ethnic picture of the Yugoslav territory,
which was from April 1941. to the end of November 1944 a part of the fascist protectorate
called the “Greater Albania”, had been deeply changed.
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