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Nina Ivanovna HITROVA

THE CONCORDAT BETWEEN MONTENEGRO AND 
THE VATICAN (1886) AND RUSSIA

The summary

In this paper, the author deals with the role of  the Roman-Catholic church, Vati-
can and Austro-Hungary during the Liberation wars (1876-1878) and taking of possession of
some parts of the Ottoman Empire to Montenegrin state. The increase in number of Roman
Catholic had strengthened the influence of the catholic propaganda among the Slav popula-
tion of Montenegro and neighboring regions. That was the reason why the authorities of
Montenegro had encountered, on the first step already, the opposition  of the catholic priests,
although the relations between Montenegrins and Catholics were friendly ones.

After gaining the independence, Montenegro had negotiated with the Pope Seat re-
garding the appointment of the Catholic bishop in Bar. His absence had caused numerous
problems, including the political ones. The government of Montenegro had hoped that, by
sorting out of that particular problem and by defining the rights of the Roman Catholic
church and their mutual relations with Vatican, would manage to limit the influence of the
Pope Seat, and indirectly Austro-Hungary and Montenegro. The negotiations about the con-
cordat between Montenegro and Vatican had been started on the initiative of Yosip Yuriy
Strossmaier. The important role in concluding that agreement with Vatican had been played
by, from Montenegrin side, the secretary of King Nicola, archpriest �	��
���
��+�,. As a ad-
herent of Storssamier, he had mostly influenced the Prince to accept text of the agreement.
The concordat had been concluded in Rome, on 6-18 August 1886 and it was first similar
agreement concluded between Vatican and one Orthodox Slav state.

In this paper, the author had paid special attention to the attitude of the Russian di-
plomacy, public and church regarding the spreading of the Catholic influence in the Balkans,
and especially in Montenegro. That issue has been dealt from the aspect of global political
positions of Russia between the Balkan countries.

The paper was written on the base of the documents for the Russian archives, ar-
ticles written  in the Russian papers and Yugoslav and Russian historiography.
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