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BISHOP STROSSMAYER IN THE LIGHT 
OF NEW HISTORICAL SOURCES

The Summary

In the corpus of documents called Monumenta Vaticana Croatica, as a special edi-
tion, vol. 1, The State Archive of Croatia, Christian Present (��12����������1�����) and Ho-
me and World (Dom i Svijet) had published, during 1999 in Zagreb, a book under the title
Correspondence Josip Juraj Strossmayer – Serafin Vannutelli 1881-1887. At the time, Vanu-
telli was the Pope’s Nuncio in Vienna. The correspondence consists of 110 letters, out of
which only 20 written by Vanutelli. Beside 90 letters written by Strossmayer, there are also
17 various contributions. The originals of this correspondence are kept in The Secret Vatican
Archive, in the series called the “Archive of the Nunciature of Vienna”. This corresponden-
ce is of secret diplomatic nature, and it has been unknown in historiography so far. The who-
le correspondence between two Roman-Catholic prelates was in Latin language. All docu-
ments have been printed in parallel way, in Latin and in Croatian translation.

The content of the correspondence between Strossmayer and Vanutelli is various,
but it is mostly related to the issues of religion. Beyond any doubt it is very important for un-
derstanding the personality of the Bishop of Djakovo Josip Juraj Strossmayer, as well as for
explanation of his religious and secular policies.

In this article dedicated to the correspondence between Strossmayer and Vanutel-
li, the most stressed issue was Storssmayer`s position regarding Serbia and Montenegro,
Serbs and Orthodoxy, Bishop’s attitude towards Bosnia, Austro-Hungary, dynasty of Hap-
sburgs, Hungary and Hungarians, union and process of union of two churches, Jews and ma-
sons, Protestants and Protestantism. He had paid attention to all those questions, and he had
wrote about them to Vanutelli sincerely, but secretly from the public, and by opening his he-
arth, he had pointed out his views and explained his intentions and aims.

The correspondence with nuncio Vanutelli is full of information regarding the Con-
cordat between the Saint Seat at one, and Montenegro and Serbia at the other side. Formally,
by that Concordat the question of small numbers of Roman-Catholics in Montenegro and
Serbia should have been solved. However, on the basis of the Strossmayer letters, it could be
understood that by the rights that should have been obtained by the Roman-Catholic Church
in two Serbian lands, the very fast conversion of the Orthodox population would have been
possible. That was the main reason, and not as it was proclaimed the very small number of
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local Roman-Catholics,  that the Bishop of Bosna and Djakovo and Srem and Vicar Bishop
of Belgrade and Smederevo J.J. Strossmayer had tried hardly to accomplish the Concordat.
As much as he cared for the Concordat with Serbia, he cared even more for the Concordat
with Montenegro. He had assumed that Montenegro was weaker considering the matters of
religion, so that, for the Roman-Catholic Church it would have been much easier and faster
to take the roots there then in Serbia.

By the correspondence between two high Roman-Catholic prelates the issue of li-
turgy in the ancient Slavic language had been finally demystified. It is quite clear now that
Strossmayer was not in favor of introducing of Slav language in liturgy for some pan-Slav
or pro-Yugoslav feeling, for emotional and sentimental reasons, but because of the fact that
he had thought that the liturgy in Latin was very hard to be understood and acceptable for the
South Slavs, and that it had represented almost invincible obstacle for the Orthodox popula-
tion to accept the Catholicism. It means that the practical reasons, subordinated to the inte-
rests of the Roman-Catholic Church had led the Bishop to raise his voice in favor of the an-
cient Slav language.

In the letters concerning the Concordat, there are a lot of interesting and very va-
luable information regarding Serbia and Montenegro, political conditions in those countries
and Strossmayer evaluations regarding the capability or incapability  of Prince Nikola and
King Milan or some other outstanding personalities.  The special attention should be paid to
the Bishop’s views  regarding the rearrangement of the Balkans as one “brotherly federation
of different nations”, in which Austrian influence would be dominating, which would also
contribute to the important influence of “catholic Croatia” serving to the interests of the who-
le Empire and Hapsburg dynasty. 

In this correspondence there are not even some traces of Strossmayer inclination
towards the Yugoslav idea, real brotherhood and unity, harmony and equality. Quite oppo-
site, everything is strongly influenced by the Roman-Catholic faith, Croatia and Croats.
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