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The Summary

Patriarch ������	�$	6�, of the Serbian Orthodox Church was an exceptional histo-
rical figure who left his mark on the time in which he lived and worked – from before World
War I until after World War II.  Highly educated and very talented, Gavrilo was resourceful
at finding solutions to many of the challenges faced by the Serbian Orthodox Church, as well
as the Serbs as a people, during these years. Gavrilo served first as head of the Metropolita-
nate of Montenegro and later as Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church.  A participant in
the two world wars (and a prisoner for many years), he was an exemplar of patriotism who
demonstrated how it is possible to defend one’s religion and homeland during difficult times.
Especially noteworthy was his strong resistance to the Fascists, which resulted in his impri-
sonment in the notorious concentration camp of Dachau.  After the war he fought against po-
litical pressures whose purpose was to nullify the role of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

$	6�, received his doctorate from the University of Athens and published nume-
rous books and articles.  His orations, speeches, and other public statements, and especially
his correspondence and meetings with important figures of the time, represent today a valu-
able source for the evaluation of his life and work, as well as for an understanding of the ti-
me in which he lived.
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