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THE THEOLOGICAL (1869-1876) AND THEOLOGICAL AND 
TEACHER TRAINING SCHOOL (1887-1915) IN CETINJE

The summary

In 1863, there was an attempt of establishing the first vocational school in the
Montenegro at the time. It was a “temporary theological school” that had worked for only
one year. However, it was renewed six years later, in 1869, due to the financial help obtai-
ned by the Montenegrin sovereign Nikola I in Russia from the Saint Synod /Church Coun-
cil/ (8.000 rubles per year). The Theological School had officially started its work on 18th

September 1869, according to the teaching plan and program designed by the first rector )�

��
�/	���,, with the help of Mihail Rayevski, Russian priest in Vienna. The first generation
contained only 10 pupils, but this number had been increasing year after year. At the begin-
ning, it was a three-grade school, but later it lasted four years. The theological school had not
worked during the Liberation wars in 1876-1878, and not even later. After an eleven years
long break, it was renewed in 1887/88 as Theological and Teacher Training School, that had
worked until the end of the independence of the state of Montenegro, with one shorter bre-
ak (1905/5-4th September 1908).

This article in details describes the organization of those two schools, number of
their pupils according to the grades (the lists are enclosed), year examination and their suc-
cess, as well as the cultural and literal manifestations; then, the legislative, school space, very
distinguished and highly-educated teachers are discussed; also, the article deals with the te-
aching plan and program that had been changing during the time and with the textbooks used
and written to satisfy the needs of the Theological and Theological and Teacher Training
School and its teachers. The school had enlisted the teachers and priests, that had played the
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very important role in the educational and cultural life of Montenegro. It should be said that
those schools had brought up pupils in the spirit of patriotism: its pupils, even later as teac-
hers or priests, had been very active participants in all liberation wars at the end of XIX and
the beginning of the XX century.

There were also, in those two schools, the pupils living outside of Montenegro, so
they had not only the national but wider south Slavic character and significance.

During its existence in the second half of the XIX and the beginning of the XX
century, 22 generations had graduated in the Theological and Teacher Training School and it
had a very important educational and cultural role not only for Cetinje, as a capital of Mon-
tenegro, but for Montenegro in whole. Graduated pupils from this school had become, in
very high percentage, the government officials in Montenegro, starting with teachers and pri-
ests, to the Supreme Court judges, state counselors and ministers. Among the ranks of its pu-
pils, there had been some distinguished diplomats, generals, scientist, and educational and
cultural workers of Montenegro.
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