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THE ELECTION OF THE PATRIARCH OF THE SERBIAN 
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN 1958

The Summary

The election of  German as Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 1958 was
the result of immense pressures exercised by government officials on both the Serbian
Church and the Electoral Council.  The death of the previous Patriarch, Vikentije, had been
unexpected and came at a moment of crisis in connection with the place of the church in Ma-
cedonia.  This crisis had dragged on for years and government officials wanted it resolved
once and for all.  Patriarch Vikentije, elected in 1950, had not lived up to government expec-
tations and authorities were keen on not mistaking the same mistake again.  The initial me-
asures taken by German seemed promising.
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