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ABOUT THE PLANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH IN CETINJE

The summary

In this paper, the author treats issue regarding the construction of the Russian
Church in Cetinje, as well as the reasons that were behind its construction, and circumstan-
ces that caused the negative result in realization of  this project. The issue of construction of
the Russian Church in the capital of Montenegro had been raised for the first time during the
conversation between Montenegrin Metropolitan Mitrofan and Russian diplomatic represen-
tative A. N.  Scheglov, at the beginning of 1903, driven by the Metropolitan’s worry becau-
se of spreading of Catholicism, and Italian language and culture in Montenegro. Although it
was designed as “Church by the Consulate”, as existed in numerous European towns, its con-
struction should have had the immense political influence to the internal life of Montenegro
at the beginning of the 20th century, with weakened position of Russia. The church had not
been built primarily because of  hesitations and inconsistency of the Russian Prince Nikola,
who, tacking in his foreign policy between interests of the Great Powers, had neglected and
even endangered the basic spiritual and cultural values of his country.
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