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THE METROPOLITANATE OF MONTENEGRO AND THE LITTORAL AND
THE FOUNDATION OF THE MONTENEGRIN STATE

The Summary

The Zeta Bishopric with its seat at Prevlaka in Boka Kotorska was founded by St.
�������!�
��, in 1219.  It was raised to the status of a Metropolitanate in 1346.  During the
15th century, the Metropolitanate was moved to the monasteries along the shores of Lake Ska-
dar, as the Ottomans expanded into Serb lands in the second half of the 14th century and thro-
ughout the 15th century, and as Venic conquered the eastern Adriatic littoral, including ���+�
����/����
���, Vranjina, Kom, and Obod.  Eventually, the Metropolitanate of Zeta moved to
Cetinje, where it remained at the Monastery of the Holy Virgin (Sveta Gospodja), founded
by #��
�9�
	����,, lord of Zeta, in 1484.
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During Turkish times (i.e., after 1469), the Metropolitanate of Cetinje (known as
the Metropolitanate of Montenegro and the Littoral) played a very important role in the po-
litical life and assumed the spiritual leadership of the Montenegrin people.  Under the lea-
dership of Metropolitans from the house of ����	��,���"	., the clans of Montenegro, the
Highlands (Brda), and upper Hercegovina, an intense liberation struggle against the Turks
began at the end of the 17th century.  Inspired by the Serbian national idea, Metropolitan (Vla-
dika) Peter I ����	��,���"	. and the clans of Montenegro and the Highlands established the
first Montenegrin state organs after victorious battles against the Turks at )����
	��,� and
Kruse in 1796.  In the course of the 19th century, a Montenegrin state was slowly construc-
ted.  After the consolidation of governmental authority under the aegis of the Metropolitana-
te of Montenegro and the Littoral, secular state government was finally established in 1852
under the leadership of Prince $�
��	�����	��,���"	..
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