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OTTOMANISM YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The Summary

In the world today, there exist two dominant perceptions regarding modern Turkey.
According to one opinion, Turkey is the only secular republic and only real democracy in the
whole Islamic world, and as such it should serve as an example for the other Muslim states.
The other opinion, that has been created for the last ten years is that awakened Islamism step
by step denies values and institutions of the Ataturk's republic, out of which only the scene
set would remain. Although there is some truth in both perceptions, there are respectively
one-sided and too much simplified, so it is not possible, by using either of them, to explain
the nature of complex social and political movements and processes in the State which plays
very important role in the international relations.

The duration of heritage of revolution perpetuated by Ataturk, as severe disconti-
nuation with the centuries of the Ottoman past is indisputable, and probably irreversible in a
certain level. On the deeper level of the social structure, the new stage of the trans-historian
Turkish expansionistic and imperialistic continuation has been present, this time in a form of
neo-Ottomanism. The internal and external political forms of neo-Ottomanism are adapted
for the conditions of new, changed times and international configuration on the regional and
global level, after the end of the “Cold War”. The state policy of Turkey could be, very un-
biased, determined as greatstatehood neo-Ottoman nationalism, with the elements of pan-
Turkism, more or less exposed. In creation of the convenient social conditions for accomplis-
hing long-term project of neo-Ottomanism, majority of political groups, as well as decisive
centers of power of the Turkish society are included. Its main protagonist is pro-European
and pro-Western orientated leading elite, mainly of Balkan origin, i.e. from the Ottoman pro-
vince of Rumelia. Moderate Islamism is only one part of actual neo-Ottomanism, and surely
not its main characteristic.
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