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SOME QUESTIONS REGARDING THE POSITION OF THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN MONTENEGRO 1918-1926

The summary

The Vatican and the Roman Catholic church had performed in Montenegro the
usual missionary strategy of spreading their religion among the Orthodox Serbs. They used
the experienced national-religious methods in order to accomplish successfully the requested
proselyte tasks. In the time of hesitations and changing of attitude regarding the newly esta-
blished secular order (which way to lead regarding the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slove-
nes), the Roman Catholic church had chosen regarding the question of nationality, the dual
national identity (Croatian and Yugoslav, even Serbian). This had been proven by the attempt
of creation of united Archbishopric of Belgrade and Bar, even the Vatican being inclined to
its creation, during the time of Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. However, so called
“Croatian Bishops” were against the creation of such united Serbian Archbishopric, assu-
ming that such a diocese would present an obstacle for a Roman Catholic mission in favor
of Croats in the East and contributed to the creation of missionary Roman Catholic Yugoslav
nationality. At the end, the  denial of Yugoslav (Serbian) national identity had prevailed, as
well as forcing of the Croat national identity as the most effective national-proselyte way of
accomplishing required tasks. In the structure of that dominant national-religious strategy of
the Vatican, the project of emphasizing and popularization of the Montenegrin national iden-
tity (as a negation of the Serbian national identity) was included. Demonstrating the obvio-
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us anti-Yugoslav attitude because of liberal and secular character of the Yugoslav state, the
Vatican and the Roman Catholic church had persistently fought against creation and conso-
lidation of the new Yugoslav borders. The Yugoslav state had faced a certain failure in front
of the united work of Italy and Vatican in Albania, as well as in front of creating of the Ro-
man Catholic districts in Yugoslavia. The state sovereignty was, because of unsolved border
problems with Albania, severely violated, for the Yugoslav state authorities could not carry
out the national, educational and cultural state ideological program. As it was, in the districts
by the Albanian border, that were under the jurisdiction of the  Franciscans from Skadar, the
foreign citizens from Italy and Albania had taken offices, carrying out the anti-Yugoslav ac-
tion.
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